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The BostonCourant

by Jeb Bobseine

Millions traveled to Washington,
D.C. to witness Barack Obama’s
inauguration as president, but
South End resident and entrepre-
neur Bryan Rafanelli went to put

on a show. Several shows, in fact.
Rafanelli, the president and

chief designer for Rafanelli
Events, produced a series of offi-
cial events celebrating President
Obama’s swearing-in on January
20. 

Over three days, Rafanelli
planned and produced a “wel-
come breakfast,” featuring Carole
King and the Dartmouth Gospel
Choir, and three “bipartisan din-
ners,” honoring Senator John
McCain, General Colin Powell
and Vice President Joe Biden. 

“They were really, really beau-
tiful events,” he said. The dinners
were candlelit, and the decora-
tions for all four events required
more than 10,000 floral buds,
including roses, baby hydrangea
and poppy pods. Planning
required working out the details
of lighting, audio visual, logistics,
transportation, entertainment
management, off-premise cater-
ing and menu design.

Rafanelli also lent his expertise
to planning the initial televised
concert at which Bruce
Springsteen and U2 performed, as
well as the inaugural parade, the
swearing-in ceremony and the
Commander-in-Chief Ball. 

Mr. Rafanelli Goes
To Washington

Continued on page 16
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We’re all struggling to keep our heads above snow this winter.
That’s even the case for this Antonio López García sculpture
outside the Museum of Fine Arts. But, at least this baby face
looks better in a snow mohawk than we do.
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Head Case

Bryan Rafanelli, Mark Walsh, President Barack Obama, Vice
President Joe Biden and wife Jill
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by Jim Cronin
Courant News Writer

After 11 years of trying to turn
a parking lot and space over the
Mass Pike in Kenmore Square
into a mini city, local developer

John Rosenthal received approval
from the Boston Redevelopment
Authority (BRA) Thursday.

The green light for the $475
million complex allows Rosenthal
to ask the Boston Zoning
Commission to approve the site,

known as air rights Parcel 7, as a
Planned Development Area, so he
can construct the four-building
complex called the Fenway
Center between Brookline
Avenue and Beacon Street. 

Continued on page 16

Former DiMasi
Aide Seeks Seat

by Jeb Bobseine

Aaron Michelwitz is garnering
early support to replace his for-
mer boss, Sal DiMasi, as a repre-
sentative of the Third Suffolk
District.

“Personally, I support Aaron,”
said Brian Boisvert, president of
the Bay Village Neighborhood

Association (BVNA). “He has
been wonderful for Bay Village,
and I think he’s going to make a
fantastic candidate.” Boisvert
stressed he spoke only for him-
self, as BVNA does not support
any political candidates.

The Third Suffolk District
includes Bay Village, as well as
the North End, Chinatown and
parts of the South End, Beacon
Hill and Roxbury.

Calling it a “bittersweet
moment,” DiMasi’s longtime
constituent director announced
his candidacy hours after DiMasi
resigned from his seat in the
House of Representatives.
DiMasi, a 30-year veteran of the
state Legislature, officially
resigned on Tuesday amid a per-
sistent controversy.

Michelwitz, a lifelong North
End resident, made his first
“stump speech” hours later on
Tuesday night, addressing about
20 attendees of an Old Dover
Neighborhood Association meet-

Rendering of Fenway Center
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Finally!

Continued on page 16

Aaron Michelwitz

PH
O

T
O

: C
O

U
R

T
E

SY
 O

F 
A

A
R

O
N

 M
IC

H
E

L
W

IT
Z

     



J A N U A R Y  3 0 ,  2 0 0 916 The Boston Courant

Church of the Advent
Tuesday, February 2. Rev. Daniel
Harrell speaks about “Service” as part of
a Theology on Tap “You Do What?!”
series at Cheers Bar, 84 Beacon Street. 7
pm. Free. 523-2377, ext. 32.
Friday, February 6. The choir of the
Church of the Advent, the Harvard
Musical Association and harpist Ursula
Holliger perform works by Brahms,
Mendelssohn, Rheinberger and Vaughan
Williams. 8 pm. Free. 523-2377, ext. 41.

Church of St. John Evangelist
Wednesday, February 4. Pianist Jennifer
Douville and violist Michelle Rush
perform works by Brahms, Falla and
Mozart in the “Evening Interlude” concert
series. 5:30 pm. Free. 227-5242.

Emmanuel Church
Sunday, February 1. The orchestra and
chorus of Emmanuel Music perform a Bach
cantata. 10 am. Free. 536-3356, ext. 15.

First Church in Boston
Sunday, February 1. Violinist Markus
Placci and pianist Roxana Bajdechi
perform works by Bartok and Stravinsky.
1 pm. Free. 267-6730.

First Church of Christ, Scientist
Ongoing. Tours of the Mother Church.
View the original structure and the
extension. Tuesday, 12 to 4 pm;

Wednesday, 1 to 4 pm; Thursday-
Saturday, 12 to 5 pm; Sunday, 11 am to 3
pm. Free. 450-3244.

King’s Chapel
Tuesday, February 3. The Tunefoolery
Early Music Ensemble, a group of 50
musicians affected by mental illness,
performs a concert. 12:15 pm. $3
suggested donation. 227-2155.

Old South Church
Saturday, January 31. The Freisinger
Chamber Orchestra performs operatic
arias and the world premiere of
“Ninevah” for string orchestra. 2:30 pm.
$8-$10. www.peterfreisinger.com.
Ongoing. “Venice at Copley Square.”
Tour and lecture on the structure and
design of the church’s Ruskinian Italian
Gothic sanctuary. Sundays at 12:15 pm.
Free. 536-1970.
Ongoing. Jazz Worship service featuring
live music from the Willie Sordillo Trio.
Thursdays at 6 pm. Free. 536-1970.

Old West Church
Friday, January 30. Organist Christa
Rakich performs works by Bach and
Heiler. 8 pm. $10-$20. 739-1340.

Trinity Church
Friday, January 30. Organist Woo-sug
Kang performs a concert in the weekly
Friday organ concert series. 12:15 pm. $5
suggested donation. 536-0944.

using the enrollment for the fall semester
as of October 1 of each year, and for the
spring semester as of March 1 each year.” 

This ambiguity in the language of the
agreement has some BHCA members con-
cerned. For the fall semester, Suffolk report-
ed 5,239 FTE students, according to Suffolk
spokesperson Greg Gatlin. However, due to
attrition during the spring semester, Gatlin
said Suffolk expects that number to drop
and bring the yearly average under the cap. 

BHCA member Rob Whitney, however,
said the association is concerned about
Suffolk’s estimations.

Even with Suffolk’s average attrition
rate of 7 percent during the spring semes-
ter, Whitney said the average of the spring
and fall semesters would still exceed the
cap by roughly 50 students. 

“By Suffolk’s own calculations, at least
5,239 FTE undergraduate students are on
Beacon Hill for at least part of the academ-
ic year,” Whitney said. “The BHCA
believes that this many students on
Beacon Hill is not only excessive, but also
exceeds the spirit of the 5,000 student
cap.”

If there is an overage, Gatlin said
Suffolk has agreed to sit down with the
BHCA to figure out how to address it,
including the possibility of decreasing the
enrollment for the following year. 

Whitney said the BHCA and Suffolk
would sit down for a meeting later this
month to discuss their concerns about the
potential overage, and try to determine a
definitive way to count the FTE students. 

“We believe that Suffolk must do a bet-
ter job at accepting fewer students for the
fall semester and do better at limiting its
attrition rate so that the FTE number stays
below 5,000 for the entire academic year,”
Whitney said.

Suffolk
continued from page 9

ing in the South End. 
“With the tough fiscal times that we face,

the Third Suffolk District needs representa-
tion that can deliver for the district. I am
that candidate,” said Michelwitz, citing his
familiarity with the State House after four
and a half years in DiMasi’s office.

Michelwitz is the first official contender
in a special election that will likely take
place in early spring. Newly elected
Speaker of the House Bob DeLeo, a
Winthrop Democrat, will decide the timing
of the election, which will include a pri-
mary followed by a general election,
according to Michelwitz.

“I think he’s a great candidate,” said
Gilbert Ho, president of the Chinese
Consolidated Benevolent Association. Ho
said he would “definitely support”
Michelwitz’s candidacy, based on his
familiarity with the concerns of Chinatown
residents, as well as his past work on
issues like the bilingual ballot. “He’s
young, active and dedicated,” Ho said.

Others offered enthusiastic, but provi-
sional support or opted to wait until more
people enter the race before discussing
Michelwitz’s candidacy.

“I think Aaron is terrific,” said Marc
Solomon, executive director for Mass
Equality, an organization that lobbies for
equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) individuals. “He has

been a key member of the speaker’s staff
for the last several years. He is pro-equali-
ty and marriage equality. He’s in favor of
non-discrimination for transgender indi-
viduals. He’s definitely a progressive and a
supporter of LGBT [rights],” Solomon
said.

Janet Slovan, president of the Ward 4
Democratic Committee, said it is too soon
to endorse a candidate for the newly vacant
seat. According to Slovan, the group typi-
cally uses a largely internal process to
decide which candidate to endorse in a
given election. Each Democratic candidate
will be interviewed, and perhaps invited to
a public forum, Slovan said. The commit-
tee would then vote.

“It’s always important [to have a
process], just in terms of good government.
Especially in this time of crisis for state
government,” Slovan said. “We’ll just try to
work for the best candidate possible.”

Meanwhile, Michelwitz began navigat-
ing the complicated legacy of his former
boss. Rather than separate himself from
DiMasi, Michelwitz stressed the positive
reputation DiMasi leaves behind. 

“Whoever wins this seat will have some
big shoes to fill,” Michelwitz said.

“I’m not going to distance myself from
the speaker’s record in the city,”
Michelwitz said. He acknowledged he
would likely face questions regarding the
ethics allegations during the campaign, but
hoped that the race would be focused on
“what truly should be emphasized:” the
issues important to the Third Suffolk
District.

Michelwitz
continued from page 1

The events were more than pomp and
circumstance, he stressed. According to
Rafanelli, the dinners were meant to “proj-
ect a bipartisan message to the world,” one
of the primary themes of Obama’s cam-
paign last year. In addition, he was
required to incorporate into his plan for the
bipartisan dinner a theme established by
the Presidential Inauguration Committee
(PIC). The theme, “wheat,” was meant to
evoke the prosperity that the new adminis-
tration hopes is coming. 

The entire celebration balanced cele-
brating the inauguration while acknowl-
edging the economic recession, Rafanelli
said. Event organizers showed restraint,
but “at the same time, this is a celebra-
tion,” Rafanelli said. “We wanted to make
this incredibly exciting.” The event plan-
ning business is about working with peo-
ple who have had good fortune in their
lives, he said. The inauguration was no
different. 

Still, the event designs were kept “sleek
and minimal as a reflection of the times,”
and many of the flowers were reused at
various events, before being donated to
area nonprofits, according to Rafanelli. 

The call to join the inauguration effort
came in early December, Rafanelli said,
which is very short notice for an event this
big. But, he added, “If you’re in this busi-
ness, you want to be in that situation. It’s
an exciting way to do business.”

The whole experience, he said, was
“intoxicating.” In the aftermath, he had
time to reflect on the meaning the election
had for the country, and for his neighbor-
hood in the South End, where he has lived
for 15 years. 

“However big this experience was, the
one thing that never got lost was the sense
of community,” Rafanelli said. 

Looking out over the crowd listening to
the newly inaugurated president, Rafanelli
realized that “everything that the Obama
campaign represents” is connected to the
South End community, only “supersized.” 

Looking at that crowd, he thought, “This
is the real America, alive and well as it is
in the South End every day.”

Rafanelli
continued from page 1

The final state approval should come
from the Massachusetts Environmental
Policy Act Office if it approves the pro-
ject’s environmental impact report.

Rosenthal will spend 2009 securing sec-
ondary permits necessary to build, and
designing a full-service Yawkey commuter
rail station.

Rosenthal’s company, Meredith
Management, has been approved to devel-
op the station.

The state has allocated and appropriat-
ed the $12 million needed for the project,
and the money is ready to use, Rosenthal
said. Construction could begin in 2010 and
take eight to 18 months.

The money is in place for the station,
which Rosenthal said needs to be built
before the decking to hold buildings over
the Mass Pike can be constructed. He will
need to secure financing for the four-build-
ing complex by the end of 2010.

The project totals 1,308,000 square feet
of office, retail, residential and parking
garage space. Rosenthal estimates that the
94,000-square-foot deck over the Mass
Pike, on which less than half of the devel-

opment will sit, will cost $600 to $700 per
square-foot, totaling about $61 million. A
seven-story public parking garage will
occupy most of the decking above the
Mass Pike. 

Rosenthal said building the project in
phases that do not require all the funding at
once, access to local destinations like
Fenway Park and the Longwood Medical
Area, and the fact that all residential units
are rentals and in multiple buildings,
should help attract a long-term credit ten-
ant to help finance the project. 

In the end, however, much depends on
the state of the economy and whether he
can pre-lease, like he hopes to do with the
100-unit residential Brookline Avenue
building and the 27-story tower containing
residential and office space. 

“I feel very lucky to be at the table,”
Rosenthal said. “A lot of development, in
fact a lot of life, is luck and timing. We
might just get lucky with timing, in that we
don’t really need to get financing until
2011.”

Rosenthal attributed the decade-long
approval process initially to a lack of
guidelines or regulations for air rights, the
space above the Mass Pike, followed by
years of discussions over the height and
massing of the project.

Fenway Center
continued from page 1




